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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 


Tuskegee Institute, Ala., 
October 13, 12937. 


Sir: 


I have the honor of transmitting a brief report of 
the special summer course for Negro extension workers held 
at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, August 2-21, 1937. 


In view of the fact that this course was mapped out 
by the southern directors, it is perhaps safe to say that 
the course of study came more nearly meeting the needs of 
the extension agents than any system of training yet pro- 
vided for them. 


The instructors were chosen from specialists from 
the Washington and State cxtension offices, hence their 
teaching, based on actual field experience, was very effec- 
tive. 


Tuskegee Institute, also, through its various de- 
partments, rendered valuable service. 


The agents manifested their intense interest in the 
entire course and expressed their appreciation of the priv- 
ilege granted them to attend. 


The prospects for future training of all Negro agents 
now in service are indeed encouraging. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Se Pes 


Go ER ee 3 \ 
T. M. Campbell, \ 
] 


Field Agent. 


Mr. OG: Ll. Chambers, 

In Charge, Southern States, 
Extension Service, 

U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 
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introduction 


Farmers' Cooperative Demonstration Work, now known as Extension 
Service, began, with Negroes, in the Southern States in 1906 when T. M. 
Campbell, of Tuskegee Institute, and J. B. Pierce, of Hampton Institute, 
were appointed as the first Negro agents. Since that time there has 
been a gradual increase in the number of Negro agents. 


In 1908 there were 7 Negro agents employed; by 1914, when the 
Smith-Lever Law was passed providing for Federal aid to the States to 
carry on extension work, the number had increased to 100 men and women. 
In 1940 there were 330 agents. As of June 30, 1937, there are 451 Negro 
extension agents working in the Southern States. 


Experience has shown that appointees to extension service shall 
have finished some accredited college offering a course in agriculture 
or home economics before being appointed as an extension agent and shall 
have at the same time a practical knowledge of these subjects in order 
to assist most effectively in raising the standard of living among the 
Negro farm population. 


For a long time there has existed a need for training of exten- 
Sion agents in service. The first attempt to do this type of training 
was in 1930, when through the cooperation of Federal and State extension 
services, the white and Negro land-grant colleges of the South, the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, and the Interracial Commission, three special 
summer schools were held: one at Orangeburg, S. Car.; another at Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; and the third at Prairie View, Tex. These schools were of 
4 weeks' duration, from August 4 to 30. Schools were also held in 1931. 


This year a special course for home and farm demonstration agents 
and other extension workers was offered at Tuskegee Institute, Ala., 
under the sponsorship of the United States Department of Agriculture and 
the directors of extension service in the Southern States. 


From the standpoint of location, equipment, and the like, it was 
decided that Tuskegee Institute was the most suitable place for holding 
such a school, and, upon request, Dr. F: D. Patterson, the president, 
placed every facility of the Institute at the disposal of the Federal 
and State officials for conducting the school. 


The purpose of this course is to provide for Negro extension 
agents an opportunity to secure a type of information and training that 
will enable them to better meet the many problems which arise as a re- 
sult of the ever-changing economic, social, and technical aspects of 
rural life. 


Thus, the first of what is hoped will be a permanent system of 
summer schools for Negro agents was held at Tuskegee Institute August 
R-els 1967. 
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Description of Courses 
Extension Methods 


This course dealt with the history of Negro extension work, exten- 
Sion organization, publicity, demonstration tours, encampments, and recre- 
ation. Special emphasis was placed on office management, educational ex- 
hibits, training 4-H teams, farm and home demonstrations, report making, 
and terminology. 


Farm Economics 


This course was designed to give a working knowledge of the many 
hew economic and social practices pertaining to farm ané agricultural work, 
through a systematic study of the terminology involved. Graph reading and 


construction, index numbers, and the economic status of cotton an tobacco 
were considered. 


Agricultural Engineering 


The course was designed to give basic information concerning soil 
conservation, sanitation, plane-table map making, terracing, water supply, 
and farm structures. 


Poultry 


The purpose of this course was to give inrormetion and practice in 
constructing new type poultry houses, such as can be built by the average 
farmer at very smali cost. Farin poultry production es a supplement to the 
major cash crop and as an enterprise to provide year--rounc productive work 
and income was stressed. The feed-ege ratio and managcd production to take 
advantage of seasonal price variation were considered, 


Home and Market Gardening 


This course dealt with the year-round productior of vegetables and 
fruits for home use and market. Land preparation, seecing, and time of 
seeding with respect to season were considered. A stucy of the Macon 
County Curb Market provided an added feature for this course. 


Guest Speakers 


Friday evening, August 6, 7 o'clock 
Dey FP... Patterson. 
Director P. 0. Davis 
Friday evening, August 13, 7 o'clock 
Dr. H. H. Bennett, Soil Conservation Service 
Friday evening, August 20, 7 o'clock 


. Mr. Reuben Brigham, Assistant Director Extension 
service 
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High Lights in Summer School 
Programs and Tours 


On Friday night, August 6, a program was held in the Institute 
chapel, at which time Dr. F. D. Patterson extended a cordial welcome to 
the agents in attendance at the summer school. He paid high tribute to 
the various agricultural services, State and national, which are endeavor- 
ing to make the necessary adjustments so that those engaged in agriculture 
may enjoy larger and more useful living. He pointed out the value of the 
summer session for Negro extension workers and predicted that the course 
would not only be continued but enlarged to meet the needs and requirements 
of the service. 


Director P. 0. Davis of the Alabama Extension Service, Auburn, Ala., 
in addressing the agents said, among other things: "The South is moving 
onward, and this is because of the consecrated and devoted service of men 
and women engaged in the various uplifting endeavors, such as the kind of 
service to which you are giving your time and effort that is bringing about 
these satisfactory results. Those who receive your instruction in the 
morning must apply it in the afternoon; they must apply it by their own 
efforts and stand by to receive the reward. You farm agents must teach 
people how to earn money, and then having earned it, teach them how to in- 
vest it and how to spend it. Extension work is a high form of education 
that goes into the daily lives of men, women, and children. ducation is 
the only way in which human beings make progress. It is your duty as 
agents not only to teach but to inspire those whom you touch so that this 
instruction will be reflected in income averages. You must teach the 
people in the various sections of the South where you are at work, and 
especially those engaged in farming, to operate their farms so that they 
will be engaged in productive employment throughout the year." 


On Saturday, August 7, a demonstration tour was conducted by Field 
Agent T. M. Campbell through the land-use project of the Resettlement Ad- 
ministration located at Tuskegee. The Tuskegee development project of the 
Resettlement Administration came into being early in 1935, at the instiga- 
tion of certain far-seeing individuals, to fill a long-felt need. Eroded 
fields, gullied hillsides, and silt-choked streams, evidenced by poverty- 
stricken people, formed a serious problem in the vicinity of the project. 
More than 10,000 acres of this land have been purchased by the Government. 
On this land 34 new homes have been built, each having a barn, poultry 
house, smokehouse, deep well, sanitary toilet, 1/4-acre garden, and 2-acre 
hog lot. Thirty-four families moved on to better lands, and an intensive 
program of reforestation and other land-use features is being carried on 
by the project. 


Upon leaving the project, the group was conducted to Lee County, 
Ala., to inspect a demonstration 4-H club camp. The agents were given an 
opportunity to see a model camp in operation with all the activities that 
accompany it. . 
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The program, worked out and conducted by the State 4-H club leaders 
cooperating with the county farm and home demonstration agents, consisted 
of games, swimming, club songs and yells, and progress reports by club 
leaders. The climax of this demonstration club program was a play entitled 
"Bread," the characters being county 4-H club members. 


The men agents of the summer school accompanied the county agent 
and a group of 4-H club boys who were carrying pigs as their projects to 
a nearby farm to inspect improved types of hogs. 


The next day, Sunday, August 8, was devoted to a health tour in 
Russell County. The communities visited were Hatchechubbee and Colbert. 
Here doctors, health officers, nurses, and representatives of the exten- 
sion service addressed large congregations gathered at the country churches. 
At all these meetings Field Agent T. M. Campbell presided. Following are 
excerpts from speeches made by the physicians. 


Russell County Health Progress Must Go Forward 


By 
Dr. M. L.-Shaddix 
County Health Officer 
Russell County, Alabama 


Russell County has an area of 556.5 square miles and a population 
of 54,030, 71.5 percent of which is colored. Sixty-six percent of the 
county's rural population are tenants who have inadequate housing facili- 
ties and who live mostly in crowded quarters. These conditions jeopardize 
the health of our people. We are determined to turn darkness and misery 
into sunshine and smiles by properly safeguarding the health of our people. 
We must insist that permanent disease prevention depends largely upon en- 
vironmental sanitation. From an economic viewpoint, this type of human 
welfare that we are stressing is rather hard to sell to the landowners, 
but eventually we shall succeed. 


Our prophetic base is that physical security is essentially the 
pillar upon which we must build if we are to have a havpy and free people. 
Our educational efforts are to explain and fight the "isms," mysticism, 
and outdated witchcraft, which one feels should no longer prevail but which 
nevertheless do exist. Roots and herbs are still given, so-called "body 
wroubles” are treated, and all kinds of secret remedies are prescribed for 
ipiants, Who might thrive if left alone. 
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Our Common Community Advisers 


By 
Dee me fe. Hudson 
Union Springs, Alabama 


What I mean by a "common adviser" is a person who always stands in 
the way, one who prevents people from getting medical aid from a real 
doctor by telling them to use this or that quack remedy. As a result we 
have much unnecessary suffering, and frequently death brings relief. 


I want to emphasize the use of individual drinking cups in the 
country churches. You would be surprised to know how many diseases are 
contracted by persons drinking after each other. For example, tubercu- 
losis and syphilis. As we know, the common adviser has a cure for almost 
any disease. But if we intend to have strong and healthy bodies, we must 
not give heed to these false prophets. See your family physician. 


Some Factors of Health 


By 
Drea wWisi si. Perry 
Venereal Disease Specialist 
Working under auspices of the Rosenwald Foundation 


It was a gorgeous sight this morning to behold the motorcade on 
Tuskegee Institute campus as it formed around the monument dedicated to 
the memory of the illustrious founder, Booker T. Washington. On that mon- 
ument are deeply carved in stone these words, "We shall prosper in propor- 
bIOn 422s we Learn 20 dienify and glorify labor.” Here in this section of 
the South labor is supreme, and you are its prophets. Anything that the 
future has in store is largely determined by the manner in which you apply 
yourself to your daily appointed task. It is my hope that you will strive 
to safeguard your health with the same energy and enthusiasm with which 
you tii. the soi. Only through the channels: of health can you enjoy the 
more abundant life toward which everyone should strive. 


The chief essential for a good community is an ample supply of good 
water. It should be freely available to every household. 


Diphtheria can be conquered. If all the parents would cooperate 
with the medical authorities and see to it that their children receive 
diphtheria immunization, this disease would disappear. 


In this county clinics are being held for the purpose of immunizing 


the people against typhoid fever. This method has greatly reduced the 
number of deaths. 
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There is another disease that we will consider. This disease is 
malaria. Throughout the world it causes more sickness and death than any 
other disease. However, here in Alabama, due to the splendid work of the 
State department of health, it is not as serious as formerly. Nevertheless 
it iS ever present, and only constant vigilance will prevent an epidemic. 


Our closing remarks shall deal with a disease that is commohly re- 
ferred to as bad blood. Stop dosing yourself with so much patent medicine. 
Save your money to buy food. Bad blood is caused by a disease called syph- 
ilis. It is the worst enemy of mankind. The Government is waging unrelent- 
ing war on this disease. The State Health Department of Alabama is prepared 
to test the blood of every person for the detection of syphilis and provide 
treatment if necessary. 


Dr. Perry closed his address with these pertinent statements: "In 
life there are certain standards that we must accept. If you break the laws 
of health you will be sick. If you break the laws of moral health you will 
be sick morally. Obey them ana you will prosper." 


Nurse J. L. Dent, of the movable school force, gave demonstrations. 
The general theme for all addresses during the day was "Health and Wealth." 
More than a hundred of the agents in attendance at the summer school made 
the health tour in their automobiles. 


On Tuesday sfucust 10, 5S. J. Phillips, soils specialist, led the 
entire group of extension agents to inspect the soil-conservation area 
Which Consists Of 400,529 acres. This land is located at Dadeville, Ala. 


In agronomy the agents studied the system of strip cropping, contour 
furrowing, semierosion-control crops, erosion-resisting crops, permanent 
hays, and protected cover crops. Under engineering the agents studied ter- 
racing and gully control. In the course on wood-lot management they studied 
woodland planting, management, and forest-fire control. 


On Friday night, August 13, H. H. Bennett, Chief of the Soil Conser- 
vation Service, United States Department of Agriculture, and a leading 
authority in this field, spoke on "Soil and Water Conservation." He told 
of the extent to which vast areas of farm lands in the Southeast and in 
other areas have been irretrievably lost through erosion and of the methods 
that have been developed for conserving the land. His illustrated lecture 
was a distinct contribution to the course. 


Saturday, August 14, 1937, was devoted to a tour of Macon County 
farm and home demonstration projects. Macon County has a total farm popu- 
lation of 20,000; of this number 17,000 are Negroes. There are 21 farm and 
home demonstration clubs, with 842 club members enrolled representing 420 
families. 
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During the tour a cross section of country Lite, including “owners, 
renters, and sharecroppers, was observed. Each group's reactions to the 
extension information and practices presented were noted. Various home 
and farm improvement projects were visited and inspected by the agents in 
attendance at the summer school. 


The agents also inspected and studied four unit demonstrations in 
which the home and farm agents work together with the husband, wife, and 
children in a cooperative attempt to raise the general level of the home 
and farm. 


On Sunday, August 15, Field Agent T. M. Campbell conducted a party 
of extension agents to the State Reform School for Negro boys at Mount 
Meigs, Ala., where they inspected the buildings, the modern class A Garry, 
the field crops, and the livestock on a 2,550-acre farm. They then re- 
turned to the assembly hall, where Dr. F. D. Patterson, President of 
Tuskegee Institute, was the principal Speaker. 


On a whole the tours made by the agents during the 3 weeks' course 
at Tuskegee were educational, inspirational, and recreational and served 
as a repeatable demonstration to them, emphasizing the possibilities of 
visual instruction. 


he closing exercises for the course were held in the auditorium 
of Chambliss Children's House, Friday night, August 20, 1937, with J. R. 
Otis, director of the agents' summer course, presiding. 


The general theme of the meeting was "Farm Tenancy and Landlord 
and Tenant Relationships," discussed from the point of view of the white 
landlord and the Negro landlord and tenant. Mr. Lee Hornsby, white land- 
lord and president of the Bank of Eclectic, Ala., gave an interesting talk 
on the question as he viewed it, and several of his tenants were present 
to corroborate his statements. He told of the results he had obtained in 
40 years as a landlord through encouraging his tenants to plant gardens 
and keep cows, chickens, and hogs so as to produce adequate food for the 
family. 


R. L. Thomas, a tenant on the Hornsby plantation, discussed the 
question from his point of view, and stated that although he was doing 
well as a tenant, he aspired to be a landowner. 


Mrs. Mary Simpson and J. D. Lewis, two Negro landlords of Macon 
County, who have several tenants on their farms, discussed the subject 
on the basis of their experience. 


Reuben Brigham, Assistant Director, Extension Service, United 
States Department of Agriculture, gave the address for the occasion. He 
traced the development of extension work and the part it has played in 
"bringing to the farm more of those things which make life satisfying." 
He cited the progress that has been made in the field of Negro extension 
Service during the 15 years since he was sent to Tuskegee to direct the 


375-38 


7 iw’ wn leas | YM 0 ae ianie bette megan och Geet 
‘ ised on nie at ae" ied iM any >: A he ard. 


= 
n pe he + Ave, = of 
; ' PS COUPTN OS, STOO Te Soa ser 
* q « i i née : “i , : 
' oat. pipe melee aes ens one peu 
: ; 
r —— o - 1 . ai 
. : ‘enn Seege, Sy w OR 
| i 
: ost ‘ pf y 
y : F wit i » 77 Tod | * 4 a ( han Se 
\ 
; ; . “ (aeodei} Yate EPireye : 
- . a 
: } Z 5 meses Oo Cepia 2 : 
’ 
' 
4 P 4 : y 
i ; , ’ ; ye oh CeregSay o 
. . : es 
: ' 
~ 
: ; 
z 
exe x 
- q 5 , 
. <i 
’ bl : 
‘ 
- " . Y 
a 
7 rn 7%. 
‘ ‘ afi J io 
3 
my oy 2 
/ 
a 
7 \ 


’ P « , ' ‘ ™ 
y + oe % Oey, 

‘ S L? : 

a i ae ‘ We < 
; . Cove x a" F 
} ey ‘ 7 my I P . 
é oe 
cr quae eile Sto Calg cs i 


wey , dotthents, 20 a as aay 
re 


: jo Nase oO bheet \ Sere 6 lrg ~— 
% «joa te ae APTN Gilet "Ay, Damen eee aes wa bea” 
. | ie eit , Oo) <a tel ee aS a A mw 


. 


| i | ik ig ov ot ck i Te a ae eee 
tS a eee eee ee ee 
xt oa % ages i 


qny ‘eqn, T sur oTuyoegATog ® eqely . resupsue Teaing Tho tage 
| aq eoetIe, 8 , TOUSTH euq Zo woT4ons48409 ou4 jo woTyeagsuomeg ~ a 8. 


<—@ ~*- 


nha 2 fase 
filming of a motion picture demonstrating the possibilities of Negro 
extension work and the movable school. 


Following is an analysis of agent attendance by States. 


Analysis of Attendance at Agents’ Summer School 


Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 
August 2-21, 1957 


| County agents 
State Qui ES 


Men Women 


a 


POMELOAM Miele 40s oe.e wie ne ene 
ONES CEL Waa dele eo 630.6 68 
GEOTSLA+ sees eeeeeeee 
MSO 1 Gllel oe )s ele aleiciis e 
MiSSISSIPP1 .ccesesse 


OLMICOMEar tenenets ta er ere cone 


Big ETI swieie cleats e's 3 
MENNSS SSS S Saisie sie 0 «6 


HOST UG ie pcs «era 6 658 0.0 . 
HINO Ho eS eebeleere eve (6 


i SS 1 


Thus the first summer course of its kind for Negro extension 
agents in the Southern Region came to a close. All sgents in attendance 
expressed a sincere hope that a course of this type may be repeated 
every summer, for the good of the service. 
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